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F E A T U R I N G

Nicholas Krolak - Bass, lyrics, compositions

V. Shayne Frederick - Vocals

Tim Brey -  Piano

Jon Katz - Alto saxophone

Elliot Bild - Trumpet
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1. Providence      [4:55]

2. Speaking Back Through Time      [4:49]

3. Interlude  1      [2:17]

4. Stargazer II      [5:47]

5. 3   [10:04]

6. Interlude 2      [2:13]

7. A Mannequin's Hands      [3:50]

8. Crucian Lullaby     [8:19]

9. Interlude 3     [1:48]

10. This is Our Moment    [5:15]

 

Bassist Nicholas Krolak inspires listeners to find and use
one’s voice to impact the world around oneself with his
sophomore album, “Voice = Power.” 
 
Atmospheric hard-bop pulse, ambient harmonic structure,
and abstract lyrics coalesce into the album. Backed by some
of the best musicians on the Philly scene, Krolak’s vision
reaches back to his ancestors and forward to the future
being created today. Recorded live at Rittenhouse Sound
Works in Philadelphia, PA, capturing the intensity and
spontaneity of the moment.
 
Nicholas Krolak sees one’s artistic voice as having the
potential to carry power – to uplift,  to inspire, and to create
thoughtful and meaningful change.  Krolak’s writing stems
from the position of a strong intersectionality and
correlation between nature and jazz, through schemas of
sustainability, preservation, and meditative deep listening.
Through Voice = Power, Nicholas Krolak reminds us of the
beauty of looking ahead responsibly while preserving and
sustaining what lies behind.
 

 

"Fantastic Project!! The compositions are so incredibly
executed! Thank you for allowing me to go on your

musical journey!! The musicianship from rhythm
section to soloing to singing all so exciting yet

passionate; always telling a story. Thank you the
honor of listening and being inspired!"

-Terell Stafford, Jazz Trumpet Player 



 Nicholas Krolak is a jazz bassist and composer on the Philadelphia scene. Born in 1984, he grew up in Woodbridge, NJ just across
the river from New York City. Although he was always interested in music and an avid listener, he didn’t pursue music until late in
high school. This early experience was mostly playing in punk rock and ska bands, until a friend persuaded him to try upright bass in
his rockabilly band. 
 
He did not experience jazz until his second year of college. While attending Raritan Valley Community College, and playing in the
jazz ensemble, he fell in love with jazz and the special connection between it and the upright bass. He quickly refocused his life
around jazz, and rapidly built up the skills needed to pursue the next steps.
 
Krolak next attended and graduated from Moravian College in Bethlehem, PA to study with Paul Rostock. While there, he began
playing full time in the small but potent Lehigh Valley scene. He was also exposed to and played with some of the future greats such
as Ravi Coltrane, David Sanchez, and Delfayo Marsalis. 
 
After graduating, Nicholas moved to Philadelphia, but left almost immediately to tour with the Glenn Miller Orchestra. This was a
formative experience, where he learned not only what it takes to build a career, but also how to live on the road.  Soon after leaving
the Miller Orchestra and returning to Philadelphia, he was on the road again with neo-soul singer Jessi Teich, alt folk band My Son
Bison, and the English jazz saxophonist Art Themen. This was a very productive period for Nicholas, but kept him away from the
Philly Jazz scene that he wanted to explore. 
 
Now back in Philadelphia, Nicholas has dedicated himself to the jazz scene, and learning as much as possible from the masters of the
city. He has recently backed local legends such as Larry McKenna, Tony Miceli, and John Swana as well as leading his own groups.
This past year he received his Masters Degree in Jazz Studies from Temple University while studying with David Wong. 
 
Although most of his work is as a straight ahead jazz sideman, Nicholas has been composing works influenced by a variety of sources
such as free jazz, punk rock, ambient, and serial music. He is currently writing in this style for his project ‘South Cloud’, a collective of
musicians and visual artists that seek to represent dreams and meditative states through music and visual art. He now leads his own
group, playing his compositions and releasing two albums in the process. While pursuing bandleading he also began a podcast called
Voice = Power, in which he interviews Jazz visionaries and explores their processes and experiences. He has also been featured as a
2019 TEDx presenter, in which he premiered a collaborative work with vocalist V. Shayne Frederick.
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File under JAZZ.


