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RENOWNED VOCALIST ROSEANNA VITRO TEAMS WITH 

SHEILA JORDAN, BOB DOROUGH, MARION COWINGS  

SING A SONG OF BIRD 
COMING SEPTEMBER 24 on SKYLINE RECORDS 

 

Vocalist ROSEANNA VITRO is a favorite among jazz aficionados and musicians alike. That’s why Cedar Walton has 
said, “Roseanna Vitro, one of my favorite vocalists, sings with a great feeling for jazz. Her readings on major 
compositions are monumental.” Her outsized talents and passion for the music are matched only by the 
generosity of her spirit, which shines beautifully on her newest recording SING A SONG OF BIRD, a celebration of 
the great and inimitable CHARLIE PARKER. 
 

Vitro conceived this project driven by a desire to develop new lyrics to Parker tunes. She chose to share the  
microphone with three of her mentors, bebop jazz legends SHEILA JORDAN, BOB DOROUGH, and MARION 
COWINGS, each of whom take solo turns with their soulful interpretations of several compositions by Bird. SING A 
SONG OF BIRD has taken a long time to come to fruition. It was recorded in two sessions, the first in 2017 and the 
second in 2021.  
 

Vitro had seen Jordan many times on the New York City jazz scene. She has held Jordan in the highest regard, not 
only for her singing, but also who she is as a person. Vitro says, “I love everything about Sheila. She is a shining 
example for young or older jazz singers all over the world. She treats everyone with love and dignity, plus she 
proudly carries the soul and spirit of Charlie Parker's music.” 
 

Vitro and Dorough are both natives of Arkansas. They first met in 1998, when they were inducted into the 
Arkansas Jazz Hall of Fame. They soon became friends, and Vitro recorded his song “Nothing Like You” on her 
1994 release, Softly. But she had never worked with Dorough, nor had she worked with Jordan. So Vitro conceived 
of the Bird album as a way to share the stage with two of her favorite artists. 
 

Jordan and Dorough were thrilled with the opportunity to appear on the same bill with each other and Vitro, and 
the chemistry was apparent right from their first gig at the Deerhead Inn in the Poconos. Vitro relates the story of 
one of their last gigs, “Bob was such a beautiful soul. We were scheduled to do a show at Kitano in New York, but 
Bob pulled out. He was very ill with cancer and was going into hospice. It was terrible news. The show was booked 
and I had already hired a replacement, when I got call from Bob asking me if I still wanted him to do the show 
because he  didn’t die and they kicked him out of hospice. He showed up and was amazing.” 
 

Because Dorough’s health was failing, Vitro quickly organized a session to document his vocalese to Parker’s 
“Bluebird” and lyrics to “Red Cross.” Vitro is known as one of the premier interpreters of lyrics, and her concept 
for the album was to sing several Bird tunes with fresh lyrics. She and her husband PAUL WICKLIFFE, who is also a 
master recording engineer and producer of this album, wrote new lyrics to some tunes, as did Dorough and 
Jordan. Vitro relates, “I flipped when I first heard Bob’s masterpiece, ‘Audubon's New Bluebird.’ Bob had started 
writing the lyrics years ago, but never got around to finishing. Although he had wanted to finalize them for years, 
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making the album was the impetus he needed to finally complete them. He was 94 years young when he finished 
the lyrics and recorded with us. It was worth the wait.” 
 

Vitro assembled some of the top East Coast musicians for the first session, including MARK GROSS on alto 
saxophone, who is featured on two Grammy-winning albums of Dave Holland, pianist JASON TEBOREK, prolific 
bass player DEAN JOHNSON, and veteran jazz drummer BILL GOODWIN, well-known for 30 years with Phil 
Woods. Unfortunately, the album was put on hold after Bob Dorough’s passing, in addition to many life changes, 
including Covid-19. 
 

When it looked like the worst of the pandemic was behind us, Vitro arranged for a second session with a new 
band. She brought on board an old friend, jazz singer MARION COWINGS, a master of scat and vocal technique. 
Vitro says, “Jon Hendricks loved Marion. He possesses an extraordinary voice, interpreting bebop music with clear 
diction and heart.”  
 

She also added famed saxophonist GARY BARTZ to the mix. Bartz’s history with McCoy Tyner plus his 
compositions and recordings are well-known in the jazz world. Also in the band are two-time Grammy winner, 
pianist ALAN BROADBENT, and swingin’ drummer ALVESTER GARNETT. Bassist Dean Johnson, who appears on 
the first session, completes the band. 
 

Vitro opens the album with “People Chase,” based on “Steeplechase,” with a tale of how the “human race is like a 
horse race” written by Paul Wickliffe. Vitro and Dorough trade scats on “The Scatter,” with new lyrics by Dorough 
sung to Bird’s “Red Cross.” “Bird’s Song” (“Relaxin’ at Camarillo”) by Sheila Jordan, is a history of Bird and the 
musicians who were on the scene. Jordan sang with Bird and her singing on the tune is a master class in bebop 
phrasing. Cowing’s rich, baritone voice breathes new life into “Parker’s Mood,” with the original lyrics by King 
Pleasure. 
 

“Audubon's New Bluebird,” based on “Bluebird,” is a prime example of the wit, personality, and immense 
songwriting talents of Dorough. Vitro finally gets her chance to perform with Jordan on “Sheila, Jazz Child,” based 
on “Cheryl” with the original first verse lyrics by Gary Brocks, followed by Wickliffe’s ending two verses. On 
“Quasimodo,” Jordan adds her own original lyrics that describe how important Bird’s music has been to her. Vitro 
takes a solo turn on “Grapple with the Apple,” based on “Scrapple From the Apple,” re-imagined as a bossa nova 
with Wickliffe’s lyrics about a New Yorker flying to the beach to escape the madness. Cowings really swings on 
“Now’s the Time,” singing Jon Hendricks’ well-known lyrics with one verse by Eddie Jefferson. 
 

Vitro sings Bird lyrics to “Yardbird Suite.” “Koko/Cherokee” is an instrumental tune featuring the magnificent Gary 
Bartz. Vitro saved “These Foolish Things” for the closer. Although it’s not a Charlie Parker tune, she wanted to sing 
these beautiful lyrics with Bob and Sheila. This song speaks to the joy and love they shared together in this special 
moment. It is a unique and memorable recording with three legends singing together.  
 

SING A SONG OF BIRD is a special recording that goes beyond being a mere tribute album – it’s legacy. Dorough 
was 94 and Jordan was 89 when they recorded the heartfelt stories from their lives. Their status as jazz legends is 
uncontested. Dorough is no longer with us, but Jordan is still going strong, with a busy schedule and performances 
around the world. Marion Cowings may be heard for the first time here, but we’re sure it won’t be the last. And, 
of course, we are very lucky to have Roseanna Vitro still making music and dedicated to exploring new avenues of 
creativity, as she will for years to come.  
 
SING A SONG OF BIRD will be available everywhere on September 24, 2021. 
 
roseannavitro.com    
facebook.com/RoseannaVitroJazz 
@JazzFlamer (Twitter) 
@RoseannaVitro (Instagram) 
Spotify playlist: “Roseanna Vitro + For New Listeners”: http://spoti.fi/3priGcb 


